Triangle FEBRUARY/MARCH 2021

S

Ar'zfs* &'

g

. T



Inspired by the artwork over the fireplace, the
living room is a mix of neutrals, pale yellows, and
deep blues. A dynamic rug by Loloi anchors the
room, and a tufted loveseat covered in Robert
Allen fabric is a perfect place to perch. Swivel
chairs from Bernhardt round out the seating,

and an ottoman from Lee Industries, covered in
Schumacher fabric, brings a modern touch. The
chandelier from Oly Studio is a conversation piece.
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DESIGNER HEATHER
GARRETT TAKES ON A
NEW HOME DESIGNED
BY ARCHITECT CARTER
SKINNER AND, EVEN
AMIDST A PANDEMIC,
CREATES MAGIC.
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AS HEATHER GARRETT'S CLIENT FLIPPED THROUGH A HOME-DESIGN
magazine one evening in her New York City residence, she was stopped
immediately by the interior design of a home featured in the pages. As she and her
husband had discussed a possible move to Raleigh, she looked up the name of the
designer and the location, happy to discover that interior designer Heather Garrett
happened to work out of Durham. “I thought to myself, Hmm, maybe she can design
my house one day. She’s incredible,” the homeowner recalls.

Fast-forward about nine years. The couple had received a Make Me Move offer
on their 1920s Georgian home in Raleigh and were considering the prospect. “We
loved the historic features of that house—the high ceilings and detailed moldings—
and yet, as a busy family, we also liked the idea of something new that would
require less maintenance,” she explains. Already living in a home designed by
Carter Skinner, they were thrilled to find another one that had new-build appeal

but with the same beauty of Skinner’s architecture. “We feel so lucky that we found

ABOVE: The breakfast area is a perfect gathering
space for the family, set off by a beautiful Regina
Andrew chandelier. Upholstered chairs from
Meadow Blu offer a bright pop of color, and a rug
by Stanton from Frazee Carpet & Flooring ties
everything together.

OPPOSITE: In a curated mix of vintage and modern,
the entry shines in a palette of gold and creamy
whites. Each picture frame was wallpapered in
organic geometric wallpaper by Seabrook. A burl-
wood Jonathan Adler credenza greets guests, and a
fringe-encased lamp by Arteriors alongside a vintage
bust from 1stDibs set the tone for a bit of whimsy
mixed with sophistication.
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Moody tones an

ultimate dining space. Bernhardt

upholstered in performance velvet add vibrancy

to an otherwise muted space, and the bright

dining table from Worlds Away is a modern
accompaniment. Iridescent Avon silk curtains by

MSJ Designs bring some dimension to the walls,

while brass details and fixtures set off the artwork
around the room. OPPOSITE: Pale yellows, deep

blues, and black-and-white neutrals command ™.
the living room in quiet ways, like this modern P2
console perched beneath artwork from the
homeowner’s personal collection.
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the perfect blend of old and new in this home designed by

Carter Skinner and built by Beacon Street. It has the crafts-
manship and proportions we loved in our last home but all
of the perks of a newer build.”

Overwhelmed by the task of making this new, larger house
a home, the homeowner reached out to a few designers to bid
on the job. “I felt like Heather might be out of our reach, but I
just loved her designs so much. She clearly made an impres-
sion the first time I saw her published work. I couldn’t resist
contacting her, just to see.”

“After exchanging a few emails, we decided to meet in
person for coffee,” Garrett recalls. “Of course, the restaurant
I suggested was randomly closed, so we had to make do with
her husband’s office conference room.” But the location didn’t
matter, because after discussing their shared interest in Carter
Skinner’s work and original artwork by interesting artists,
there was no turning back. “Everything just clicked immedi-
ately,” says the homeowner.

Once Garrett signed on to design their home, she did her
research about the family to find out how their lifestyle would
drive the design. “I'd say that form and function drove the
plan, while artwork drove the overall aesthetic,” Garrett says.
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TOP, BOTTOM & OPPOSITE: The study is a serene, soothing place

to get work done or to wind down. A mix of furnishings are expertly
arranged to create a traditional space with a funky twist. A modern
desk from Bernhardt is a perfect place to toil away, while a fringed
ottoman from Made Goods is a groovy spot to put your feet up. Visual
Comfort sconces offer ambient lighting, while custom draperies by
Norbar Fabrics filter perfect natural light.

“We told Heather that we had no sacred cows, so to
speak,” the homeowner says. “We wanted to shake things
up with something more approachable and up-to-date, but
we weren’t prescriptive. The only thing we wanted incor-
porated was our collection of artwork, gathered over our
seventeen years together.”

Garrett took interest in a special piece she envi-
sioned hanging over the fireplace, and went from there.

However, as with everything this past year, plans
4 changed, and what was set to be a month’s worth of
turnkey work turned into six months of hurdles while
designing a home amidst a pandemic. “Covid was a
nightmare,” Garrett says. “By the time orders were
placed and contractors were to begin, everything came
to a grinding halt. Suddenly, fear, delays, information
voids, and missed deadlines were in the mix.”

Despite the setbacks, Garrett did what she does
best, which is to adapt and blaze forward. “Instead of
one large reveal at the end, we got two or three!” the
homeowner says. “We were a little worried that this
was a larger home and that some of the spaces just

wouldn’t get used. But Heather made every room so

inviting and purposeful that it hasn’t been a problem.”
In the living room, Garrett developed a color
palette of warm neutrals, pale yellow, and a range of

deep blues, thanks to the artwork that inspired her. A

curated mix of vintage and modern pieces in the entry
work within a palette of gold and creamy whites, while

architectural details, like picture molding, are high-
lighted with the use of an organic geometric wallpaper
within each frame. And in the dining room, drama and
comfort dance together to create a unique room full of
moody hues and modern touches.

When asked which room is her favorite, Garrett states,
“Are you kidding? I would live my whole life by candlelight
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at dusk if I could. That dining room is it for me—the iridescent silk, the lacquered
walls, the gallery walls with brass details—those are the elements of some serious
drama.” The homeowner, also naming the dining room as her favorite room, adds,
“And yet, it’s still inviting.”

And so it goes: Garrett continues to marry style and comfort in an incomparable
way, blazing a trail for families to have the best of both worlds. “I would say I design
through a fairly warm filter,” she says. “So much of my work is for clients with
families who want their interiors to be chic, stylish, and reflective of their personali-
ties, so I just try to stay on that trajectory.” This project is no exception, and perhaps
even most personifies her goal—a chic space that is ultra-livable. ¢

ABOVE: If artwork drove the interior design, the
outside couldn’t be left out. A piece from the
homeowner’s personal collection hangs above the
hearth on the porch, a perfect gathering space on
cool spring nights and warm summer evenings.

OPPOSITE: The addition of a bold, large-scale
pattern on the walls energizes the small powder
room. A neutral but vibrant grayscale wallpaper

full of peonies, from The Goodies Wallpapers, is a
perfect complement to the deep-gray cabinetry. The
homeowner’s own light fixtures bring a glamorous
edge to the overall design.
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